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10 R e a s o n s

Why the Greater  
Rotterdam -
The Hague area  
is the Hotspot  
for Space

InnovationQuarter is the regional economic  

development agency for the province ofZuid-Holland,  

also known as the greater Rotterdam – The Hague  

area. We provide free of charge assistance and advice  

to international companies interested in expanding  

to our region. In addition, we facilitate co-operation  

between companies, academic institutes

& government and we invest in innovative and  

fast-growing businesses in theregion.

O U R R E G I O N O F F E R S Y O U

• A strategic location in the heart of Europe

• State-of-the-art business, research and incuba-

tion facilities

• Highly educated and multilingual workforce

• Excellent quality of life

• A competitive tax climate

• Advantageous tax incentives for R&D activities

• A dedicated foreign investment team, offering

confidential, free of charge services to interna-

tional companies.

The Greater  
Rotterdam – The Hague area

is the Ho tspo t for Space

Innovat ionQua rte r
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2595 B R The Hague

The Netherlands
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S t ro n g European m a r ke t posit ion
Around 80% of all Dutch space activities take place  

in the greater Rotterdam – The Hague area. Home  

to ESTEC,  the technical heart of the European  

Space Agency, this region is a true hotspot for space  

innovation. With a sound knowledge infrastructure  

and the presence of ample talent, the space

cluster is known for its ground-breaking research  

& development and delivering high end, reliable  

technology. This makes the greater Rotterdam –

The Hague area the ideal hotspot to launch your  

business.

www.investinrotterdamthehaguearea.org/aerospace/

mailto:niels.krol@innovationquarter.nl
nvestinrotterdamthehaguearea.org/aerospace/


9 N A N O ,  C U B E & P O C K E T S A T S

The region is internationally renowned for its comprehensive SmallSat cluster. Examples are:

• TU Delft Satellites: Delfi-C3 (2008), Delfi-n3Xt (2013), Delfi-PQ (2019)

• Expertise in constellation technology and miniaturization

• Develop turn-key small satellite missions, including launch services

• Design of small satellite platforms, for single missions or constellations

10 Re a s o n s why greater Rotterdam –

The Hague is the Hotspot for S p ac e
Around 80% of all Dutch space activities take place in the greater Rotterdam – The Hague area.

ESTEC, the technical heart of the European Space Agency, is located here as well as a vibrant and growing  

satellite cluster with upstream (small) satellite companies and downstream data users. The region is

home  to the complete chain of academic research & knowledge institutes, first, second & third tier

suppliers and  end users. The space community is embedded in our region’s renowned high-tech

community with a wide  array of testing and piloting facilities as well as cross-industry innovation

opportunities.

R E S E A R C H  & I N N O V A T I O N2

T U Delft  

T N O   

E S A

Leiden Univers ity   

S R O N

N L R

Space Institute / Dutch Optics Centre (with TNO)  

Institute for Space & Systems Engineering

ESTEC European Space Research & Tech Centre  

International Air & Space Law / Leiden Observatory  

Netherlands Institute for Space Research (as of 2021)  

Netherlands Aerospace Centre

6 P R E S E N C E O F R E L E V A N T A G EN C I ES & A S S O C I A T I O N S

3 A R E A S O F T O P E X P E R T I S E

Satellite Communication Systems  

Complete Space (Sub) Systems  

International Space Law

Optics &Optomechatronics

Nano & Small Satellites

N ew materials and composites  

Solar Panels

Earth Observation Services

Leiden U n i ve r s i t y F a c u l t y of A s t r o n o m y   

In s t i t u t e of Air & Sp a c e L a w

Research Oriented University, 3 0 0 s t u d e n t s

Univers it ies of Appl ied Sciences   

T h e H a g u e & Delft

Mechatronics, Compos ites & Precision Engineer ing

1 0 0 0 s t u d e n t s

Leidse In s t r u m e n t m a k e r s  Sc h o o l   

Senior Secondary Vocational Education  

and Training, 3 0 0 s t u d e n t s

T U  Delft  F a c u l t y  of  

A e r o s p a c e E n g i n e e r i n g   

University of Technology  

2 7 0 0 s t u d e n t s

1

T U Delft
#1 in Europe for  

Aerospace Engineering

Agencies :

• Netherlands Space Office

• European Patent Office

• Radiocommunications Agency

Associat ions:

• SpaceNed (Dutch Space Association)

• NAG (Netherlands Aerospace Group)

• NIDV (Dutch Defence Industry)

8 L E A D I N G C O M P A N I E S

TALENT &KNOWLEDGE

1 A C C E S S  T O T A L E N T

Facilit ies include:

• Virtual and augmented reality lab

• Earth Observation Data Centre

• Small Sats Test Centre

• FabLab (makerspace)

• Centre of excellence

10 SPACE C A M P U S N O O R D W I J K

Located next to ESA ESTEC, Space Campus Noordwijk is  

a place where decades of knowledge, world class testing

facilities and innovative start-up companies come together  

to shape the future of space. It houses all main players in  

the Dutch space industry and is a place to meet, get inspired  

and grow your business.

Small  Satel l i te S y s te m s

1:1

7 H O T S P O T S

Offices, bus iness centres & incubators

1. Noordwijk: Space Campus Noordwijk

2. Leiden: University Science Park, PLNT

3. T h e H a g u e : Technology Park Ypenburg

4. Delft: TU Delft Campus, YES!Delft, SAM|XL  

Aerospace Innovation Hub

20 miles

Delft

The Hague 3

Noordwijk 1

4

2 Leiden

EXCELLENT INFRASTRUCTURE

The European S p a c e  R e s ea rc h & Technology  Centre   

(ESTEC) in Noordwijk is ESA’s largest facility in Europe and is  

the technical heart of the organization. Most ESA projects  

are born here and are guided through the various phases

of development. Some 2700 engineers, technicians and  

scientists develop and manage all types of ESA missions.

1

E S A/ E S TE C
Largest ESA establishment in Europe

4 E U R O P E A N SPACE A G E N C Y ( E S T E C )

5 G A L I L E O  R E F E R E N C E C E N T E R

Galileo is the global navigation satellite system (GNSS) created by the  

European Union (EU). Its reference center has the task of evaluating  

the quality of the signals in space and the performance of the Galileo  

Service Operator.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

www.investinrotterdamthehaguearea.org/aerospace/

https://www.tudelft.nl/lr/delfi-space/
https://spaceinstitute.tudelft.nl/
https://dutchopticscentre.com/
https://www.tno.nl/en/focus-areas/industry/expertise-groups/space-systems-engineering/
https://www.esa.int/About_Us/ESTEC/European_Space_Research_and_Technology_Centre_ESTEC2
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-of-public-law/institute-of-air-space-law
https://www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/index.php
https://www.sron.nl/
https://www.nlr.org/space/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/master/astronomy
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/law/institute-of-public-law/institute-of-air-space-law
https://www.dehaagsehogeschool.nl/opleidingen/bachelors/mechatronica-voltijd/voor-de-opleiding?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9JS53pWX5gIVhcx3Ch3EGAamEAAYASAAEgIxpPD_BwE
http://inhollandcomposites.nl/
https://www.lis.nl/
https://www.tudelft.nl/en/ae/organisation/
https://www.spaceoffice.nl/en/
https://www.epo.org/index.html
https://www.agentschaptelecom.nl/radiocommunications-agency
https://www.spacened.nl/
https://nag.aero/
https://www.nidv.eu/en/
https://www.atg-europe.com/
https://www.cosine.nl/
https://www.inmarsat.com/office/inmarsat-netherlands-the-hague/
https://www.cginederland.nl/nl/ruimtevaart
https://www.stcorp.nl/
https://www.airbusdefenceandspacenetherlands.nl/
https://gtm-as.com/aerospace/nextgen-cubesat/
https://www.demcon.nl/en/optomechatronic/
https://www.ses.com/
https://www.dawnaerospace.com/company
https://hyperiontechnologies.nl/
https://www.isispace.nl/
https://lens-rnd.com/
https://www.airborne.com/composites-space/
https://www.terma.com/space/
https://celestia-sts.com/
https://hiber.global/contact/
http://leosat.com/contact/
https://www.spacecampusnoordwijk.nl/
https://d9e5d4a2-2d60-4ad6-911c-7611490a3c0a.filesusr.com/ugd/bcbd9a_3c4b44cdcda542508eb12f0bb012ec50.pdf
https://www.spacecampusnoordwijk.nl/
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/locations/map?pageNumber=1&city=Leiden&faculty=science
https://plnt.nl/
https://www.technologyparkypenburg.nl/
https://campusdevelopment.tudelft.nl/en/
https://www.yesdelft.com/
https://samxl.com/
https://www.tudelft.nl/lr/aerospace-innovation-hub/
https://www.esa.int/About_Us/ESTEC/European_Space_Research_and_Technology_Centre_ESTEC2
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/newsroom/news/galileo-reference-centre-now-officially-open
nvestinrotterdamthehaguearea.org/aerospace/

